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good), and, thanks to the excellent situation of
your states, have made some progress, in despite
of every effort to stifle their industry, on the first
ray of hope that monopolies should disappear; and
these merchants will, by voluntary contributions,
afford a substitute for a part of the deficiency
which the new system may at first occasion
in your revenues.

V. You will, finally, arrive at the greatest of
benefits, and at the most useful of speculations
in politics and finance. You will set industry,
arts, manufactures, and commerce free; commerce
which only can exist under the protection of
freedom; commerce, which prefers no request
to kings except not to do it an injury. When
you shall seriously have examined whether those
manufactures which never can support a foreign
rivalship, deserve to be encouraged at an expense
so heavy, prohibitions will then presently vanish
from your states. The linens of Silesia never
were otherwise favoured than by exempting the
weavers from military enrolment; and, of all the
objects of Prussian trade, these linens are the
most important. In none of your provinces are

